Advertising and the dental profession. Retrospective and prospective.
"Advertising" has become a very controversial topic, not just among dentists, but among all professionals. That controversy focuses on three questions. First, what are the legal issues surrounding dental advertising and how are these issues being resolved? Second, what are the attitudes toward advertising among practicing dentists and how are these attitudes changing? Finally, how many dentists advertise and what are those advertising dentists actually doing? The purpose of this paper is to neither praise nor excoriate advertising, but to refer to the law and to published research in order to provide dental practitioners with a broader understanding of this topic.